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Receives TOP AWARD 


An editorial appearing in the June 19th, 1957 issue of the SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
has been adjudged the top editorial for the year and its author, Dr. L. Nelson Bell, has been awarded 
George Washington Honor Medal and presented with a check for $1,000 by the Freedoms Foundation of 
Valley Forge. 


Selected by an awards panel of one hundred judges who examined tens of thousands of editorials for 
the year, the editorial by Dr. Bell, ““What Of Tomorrow?” was chosen and he, along with a number of other 
distinguished Americans, was honored in special ceremonies at Valley Forge on last Saturday, February 
22nd, Washington’s Birthday. (See Page 2. 
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Award Winning Editorial 


(See Front Cover) 
What of Tomorrow? 


The writer was recently invited to sit in a 
group called together to hear a recording pro- 


duced by some Army officers to whom had been 
assigned the task of ascertaining why so many 
American prisoners of war in Korea succumbed 
to “brain washing,” and as a result collaborated 
with their captors. 


It was a depressing experience. This report 
is the result of several years painstaking study; 
of personal interviews with hundreds of our 
men; a study of the backgrounds of these men; 
and also an appraisal of Communist reports 
and material which fell into the hands of our 
intelligence. 


Several things stand out in these findings. 


Thirty-two per cent of those captured died 


under the rigors through which they passed. Of 


the remaining number thirty-three per cent 
eventually collaborated with the enemy. 


A study of the latter group revealed a num- 
ber of startling facts; conditions which can well 
~ have a serious effect on the future of our nation, 
either in peace or war. The majority of these 
men seemed to have lacked (a), Spiritual and 
moral conviction. (b), Understanding and 
appreciation of the American heritage. (c), 
Discipline in the sense of a basic concept of 
right and wrong. (d), An understanding of 
Communism and its propaganda methods. 


Many of these men came from broken homes 
while few of them had Church training or 
religious ties. | 


It is interesting that this report repeated] 
laid stress on the value and importance of 
home and Church training, repeatedly speaking 
of the Sunday School and Church and urging 
a return to both the values of the past and 
the effective means of transmitting those values. 
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As we listened to this report (which lasted 
for an hour and a quarter), there gradually 
developed in our mind some steps which seem 
imperative for us to consider. These fall into 
the physical, political and spiritual fields. 


Physical 


We hate to admit it but America has become 
a land of softness. Easy living, transporta- 
tion by car, long hours before a TV or watching 
sporting events, all have conspired to take the 
hardness from our muscles while other things 
have taken the convictions from our souls. 


_ During our visit to Korea last winter we 
visited one of the Turkish units near the DMZ 
(Demilitarized Zone) and heard tales of the 
hardness of these troops. In one POW camp 
in North Korea it was reported there were 
1,657 American prisoners of war and 300 Turk- 
ish soldiers. 450 of the Americans died from 
the rigors through which they passed. Not one 


‘Turk died although subjected to the same pri- 


vations. 


Some months ago one of our leading news 
weeklies gave a report showing how greatly 
European youth excels American youth in 
health and stamina. There young people walk 
to school or travel for miles by bicycle. Few 
of them know the luxury (?) of sitting at 
home watching TV and eating ice cream. 
America may have the highest standard of 
living in the world but it is not necessarily the 
best standard for the developing of youth. 


Political 


By a strange change of emphasis in history, 
patriotism has become passe in some circles. 
Love for country, pride in her achievements 
and a patriotic thrill at the sight of the Amer!- 


can flag is something which in past genera- 


tions was encouraged and without which man 
became suspect. Much of this has changed and 
it 1s not good. | 


Little wonder that young men brought up 
without proper indoctrination in American tra- 
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dition and national appreciation fell prey to 
the clever propaganda of the Communists. Con- 
fronted with allusions to “capitalistic dupes,” 
“slaves of Wall Street,” etc., etc., these young 
men did not know how to answer. Too few 


_of them had learned that while the workers of 


Russia may own the factories it is the workers 
of America who own the things produced by 
the factories. 


In fact, much in American education which 
leads to a proper appreciation of our land had 
been left out; and, along with superficial educa- 
tion there has gone hand in hand a lack of those 
disciplines which strengthen both body and 
mind. 

Spiritual 


The most significant part of the report re- 
ferred to at the beginning of this editorial had 
to do with the recognized need for spiritual 
and moral training. 


Such training begins in the homeand is 
augmented in the Sunday School and Church. 
That the Army should turn to the Christian 
home and the Church for help is a credit to 
those who have made this study and a tribute 


to our historic faith. 


Shall we fail our young people and our 
nation in this? Few there are who would wil- 
fully neglect a responsibility but as we look 
at our land today, with its millions of broken 
homes, its emphasis on sex, its glorification of 
crime and brutality on TV and over the radio, 
its book stalls crowded with young people ( and 
older ones too), avidly reading the lewd litera- 
ture to be had for a price, what are we doing to 
effectively combat this degenerative process? 


We would not for one moment minimize the 
much fine work which is being done already. 
But we must not be blind to the fact that the 
conditions faced by this hard-boiled Army study 
are not yet being met head on. Nor do we 
believe they will be met until we begin as 
individual Christians, trying by God’s help to 
make our own homes as Christ would have 
them be, then as local churches and commu- 
nities take steps to make an impact for Christ 
and His Kingdom. 


A Herculean Task 


The future is not bright because that which | 


we face is so difficult. A pattern has been set, 


a trend established and the pattern must be 


-broken and the trend reversed. 


Instead of physical softness we need hardness. 


Instead of political ignorance we need a 
genuine patriotism for which men will die. 


Instead of spiritual and moral decay we need 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 


Can such a change take place? Yes, but only 
by the grace of God coupled with the determina- 
tion of men and women who see the situation 
for what it is, the future for its inevitable 
debacle, and the Christ who can make all things 


new. 


—L.N.B. 


Let Us Have— 
More Praise and Less Talk 


The story is told that several people joined 
together to perpetrate a practical joke on a 
friend. Early one morning the first remarked 
on how badly the victim looked. Within the 
hour the others dropped in one by one and 
expressed surprise and alarm at his sickly ap- 
pearance. By noon the man was in bed. 


This may be apocryphal but it could happen, 
for man to a certain extent lives in reaction 
to outside stimuli and suggestions and where 
these are concentrated along some particular 
line he finds himself definitely affected. 


Just such a situation is developing in the 
economic life of this country today. America 
is talking herself into a depression. Rather than 
show restraint or judgment the newspapers have 
seemed to vie with each other in recounting 
evidences of recession and worse. Every instance 
showing an adverse trend in business has been 
stated and restated. We have witnessed, and 
are witnessing, a strange phenomenon of mass 
psychology. That some politicians are also try- 
ing to take political advantage of this situation 
shows abysmally poor statesmanship, to say the 
least. 


In a recent conversation with the owner of 
a store he remarked to the writer: “In 1957 
my business was better than the year before. 
In January 1958 I did more business than in 
January 1957, but everyone who comes in this 
store is talking about how bad business is; I 
just do not understand it.” 


Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 
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Recessions and readjustments can be good 
for business where there is overextension. But 
when all is said and done it is confidence, the 
willingness to work and to produce which is the 
backbone of our economic existence. 


In the Bible there are a number of instances 
of mass hysteria with mass panic resulting. God 
has used these things as a judgment on sin and 
as a means to turn men’s hearts and minds back 
to Him. America’s prosperity has become a 
fetish with most of us. We have become so 
enamoured with material things that we have 
often forgotten the One from whom all good 
things come. | 


On the one hand we need to start counting 
our blessings and on the other we need to thank 
Him, from whom all blessings come. America 
has only too often forgotten that man does not 
live by bread alone. We have seemed to think 
that man’s life consists of the things which he 
possesses, whereas only those who know Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord are even alive. 


It is true that we have been generous with 
other nations but one wonders whether our sur- 
plus food stuffs might not have been offered 
to the hungry peoples of the earth in the name 
of Christ and without political strings of any 
kind attached? Had we done so the world pic- 
ture might in some measure be brighter. 


Let us pray that any recession we may experi- 
ence may be used as a means of grace to draw 
us closer to God and to a clearer concept of 
His truth which reminds us that the things 
which are seen are temporary, but the things 


which are not seen are eternal. 
— B. 


The Love We Trust 


Love comes into both the Roman Catholic 
and the Protestant conceptions of justification. 
But it is a different love. In the case of the 
‘former, faith is formed by love, fidea formata 
carritate; in the latter, faith casts itself upon love 
so that sola fide means sola gratia. The one 
magnifies the love we exercise toward God, the 
other entrusts itself to the love of God for us. 
Abraham believed, giving glory to God, that 
is, faith is the unlimited willingness to let God 
have all the glory of saving the sinner. 


Accordingly, the Apostle lays aside all thought 
of any dignity, worth, merit or achievement 
on man’s part and focuses his attention exclu- 
sively upon the love of God our Saviour. This 
is evident in ELECTION. Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has 
blessed us with all, as He chose us for Himself 
in Christ, in love having predestinated us for 
His children in the grace which accepted us 
in the Beloved, Eph. 1. This is not less evident 
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in RECONCILIATION. The love of God is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
for God sets forth unmistakably His own love 
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us. Rom. 5. Again it is con- 
spicuous in EFFECTUALLY CALLING. God 
who is rich in mercy for His great love where. 
with He loved us, even when we were dead in 
sins, made us alive together with Christ — 
by grace are ye saved — raising us up together 
with Him. Eph. 2. It stretches out before us 
the carpet of HOPE. “And He Himself (our 
Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father) Who 
has loved us and given us everlasting comfort 
and good hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts and establish you in every good word 
and work”, II Thess. 2.16,17. ‘““That in the com- 
ing aeons He might show the exceeding riches 
of His grace in His lovingkindness toward us in 
Christ — FOR BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED 
THROUGH FAITH AND THAT NOT OF 
YOURSELVES IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD.” 
Eph. 2.7-8. 
—W.C.R. 


Why Does God Love UsP 


Sundry answers are given to this question, 


and at times the answer that one man gives . 


is ascribed to another. For example, the state- 
ments of Paul ‘Tillich and/or Adolph von 
Harnack are not the views of John Calvin. 
According to Tillich the basis of God’s love for 
us 1s CREATIVE JUSTICE. He says, “For- 
giving love is the only way of fulfilling the 
intrinsic claim of every being, namely its claim 
to be re-accepted into the unity to which it 
belongs. Creative justice demands that this 
claim be accepted.” Love, Justice and Power, 


p. 86. 


According to the noted “‘liberal’’ presenta- 
tion of the essence of Christianity, Harnack 
makes the alleged infinite value of every human 
soul the ground of God’s love for that soul. 
The historical origin of this view is to be found 
in Albert Ritschl, the spiritual father of Har- 
nack. Ritschl has been described as a_neo- 
Kantian who got his view of values from the 
idealism and rationalism of Kant and from 
the world of worths of H. Lotze. Kant’s cele- 
brated moral argument for the existence of 
God rests on an affirmation of the infinite worth 
of the moral nature of man. Harnack’s effort 
to foist this view upon Mark 8.36-37 has been 
exploded in the careful exegesis of the passage 
by Kuemmel and Nygren. Here, Our Lord 
is calling us to put our hearts into the things of 
eternity rather than in those of time; He is 
not saying that God puts an infinite value on 
every human soul. Such a doctrine destroys 
the graciousness of God’s love and makes of 
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the heavenly Father only a coldly calculating 
business executive — too smart to lose great 
values. It also logically leads to universalism. 


Calvin repeatedly sets forth his view in the 
Institutes, III. xxiv.5; II.xvi.4; III.11.32; IV. 
xvii. 43, as well as in his commentaries on 


Ephesians 1, on First Peter 1, and on Titus 3.5. 


Thus he writes: “It is beyond all controversy that 
no man is loved by God but in Christ: He is 
the beloved Son in Whom the love of the Father 
perpetually rests and then diffuses itself to us; 
so that we are accepted in the Beloved.” Eph. 
1.6. Thus Calvin denies to man both moral 
and ontological worth as the basis of election. 
God chose us to be holy and without blame 
before Himself ere He created the world. And 
He saw us sinners thus only because He was 
graciously pleased to see us in the Beloved. 


Why does God love us? The love of God is 
not an affirmation of our worth but a revela- 
tion of His nature. God loves us because God 
is love. In His gracious mercy He looked upon 
us who were wholly unworthy and chose us 
unto the adoption of sons unto Himself IN 
CHRIST. According to this gratuitous elec- 
tion, He bound us up in the bundle of life 


and the covenant of grace with His only-begot- 


ten Son as our Messiah; He redeemed us from 
guilt, death and Satan by the precious blood 
of the Saviour; He called us to Himself through 
His Spirit and Word; He has kept us in that 


loving fellowship by His unmerited love. Here 


is the Apostle’s statement of the ground of God’s 
grace: “God being rich in mercy on account of 
His great love wherewith He loved us, even 
when we were dead in trespasses and sins, made 
us alive together with Christ —~/by grace are 
ye saved.” | | | 


Thus in the old hymn: 


“He hath loved, 
He hath loved us, 
Because HE would love.” 


— WL 


Was Lincoln Ever President? 


For many years we have believed that Abra- 
hah Lincoln lived, that he was President of the 


- United States from March 1861 until his un- 


timely death in April, 1865, and we have be- 
lieved that he is one of the great Americans 
of all time. 


However, if a method used in some circles 
to discredit the biblical record is now brought 
to bear on American history, the historicity of 
Lincoln can well be called in question. 


Recently some hitherto unpublished letters 
have been discovered. These letters were ex- 
changed between some of the five living ex- 
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Presidents of the United States in 1861, among 
them Franklin Pierce, Martin Van Buren, Mil- 
lard Fillmore, John Tyler and James Buchanan. 


It was suggested that these five men call a 
meeting with the hope of averting the impend- 
ing civil war. Recently discovered, readers have 
been amazed to note that neither the first letter, 
nor the others evoked by it, make any mention 
of Abraham Lincoln, although he had been in- 
auguarated President of the United States in 
March of that year. There is no clue as to the 
cause of this omission. The plain fact is that 
he was completely ignored in the correspond- 
ence. 


Does this mean that Abraham Lincoln never 
lived? Does it mean that he was never Presi- 
dent of the United States? Contemporary writ- 
ers, writing on a burning political issue, did not 
mention his name. All of these men had been 
in the White House and certainly had their 
thoughts oriented in that direction. But, from 
their correspondence one would never know that 
Lincoln existed. 


Although we cannot explain this omission we 
have other historical data available. There are 
even people alive today who were living during 
the entire time of Lincoln’s tenure as President. 
To suggest that he never lived would be utterly 
childish. | 


But strange to say, there are those who ques- 
tion or deny parts of the Scriptural record on 
equally inadequate grounds. Approaching the 
Bible with presuppositional biases against in- 
spiration, prophetic content, the supernatural 
and the miraculous, they do not hesitate to 
interpret silence in one place as denial of an- 
other. To illustrate: because of the supposed 
silence of Mark, John and Paul with reference 
to the Virgin Birth these exegetes thereby ques- 


_tion that doctrine. By such deductive reason- 


ing we today will have to say: “Did Lincoln 
really live?” 


Reverent scholarship has been and is a great 
blessing to Christianity. Untold good has been 
achieved by ascertaining historical contexts; by 


delving into ancient literature and its contem- 


porary usage of terms, phrases and words; by 
determining the connotation of words and 
thought forms where used by the writers of Scrip- 
ture; by archaeological discoveries and the study 
of contemporary life in Bible times. From many 
sources we continue to receive additional light 
to help us understand the written Word. 


But where the Bible is approached with the 
cold analytical attitude of a medical student 
dissecting a cadaver, and when this attitude is 
activated by skeptical presuppositions, some con- 
clusions are no more justified than for us to 
question the historicity of Lincoln because a 
few contemporary writers failed to mention him, 
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even when there is not satisfactory explanation 
for this omission. 


It is true that there are some loyal believers 
who exhibit more zeal than knowledge but they 
do little harm. But where men have smiled 
at their naiveness would it not be much more 
appropriate to look with concern on those who 
deny the biblical record because in places it 
does not concur with their own presuppositions, 
or with the laws of evidence they themselves 
have established? 


We do not question the historicity of the Lin- 
coln record because some of his contemporaries 
failed to mention him. Why should we ques- 
tion the biblical record for even less valid rea- 
sons? 


One day our Lord told a story about a rich 
man and a beggar and at its conclusion quoted 
the rich man, in the torment of hell, urging 
Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his brethren. 
To this Abraham replied: “They have Moses 
and the prophets; let them hear them.” But the 
rich man pleaded the spectacular effect of a 
dead man returning to warn them. To this 
Abraham replied: “Jf they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead.” 

One can but speculate that Jesus was fore- 
telling the rejection of Himself, the resurrected 
Saviour. The Old Testament record pointed 
to Him. By His life, His Death, His resurrec- 
tion He fulfilled all truth and the Gospel be- 
came a reality — the good news of salvation to 
all those who believe. 

God has given us in His Word a revelation 
and a record. It can be received, or, it can be 
rejected. 

* * * 


Did Abraham Lincoln live? 
We believe that he did, even though some 
of his contemporaries failed to mention him in 


some of their letters. 


Puritanism 


Puritanism in its broadest aspect was a move- 
ment (whether among the Anglicans, Presby- 
terians, or Independents) dominated by the 
desire to purify the Church. Today too there 
are a few people who desire a pure church. 
Because some of them have used the verse, 
“Come out from among them and be ye 
separate,” they are often called separatists and 
sometimes branded as_ schismatics. But beyond 
any particular method that this or that group 
might use in the formation of a pure church, 
the very idea of a pure church has received 
quite a little criticism. 


A recent article stressed the sins of the 
Apostle Paul’s church in Corinth. It was not 
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pure, was it? And if the Apostle’s work was 
not pure, can we reasonably expect our work 
to be so? 


This line of argument fails to take into 
account what the Puritans meant by Puritan. 
ism. It does not do justice to the concept of 
a Reformed church. In the lifetime of John 
Knox, a minister who had taken an active part 
in the Reformation of Scotland was found guilty 
of adultery. First he fled to England; then he 
came back to submit to church discipline; but 
the requirements of penitence and confession, 
publicly to be made in three districts, were 
so humiliating that he could not bear it; and 
after the second public confession, he fled 
again. Further, Knox was keenly conscious that 
the nobles could be swayed by the blandish- 
ments of Queen Mary, and that many of them 
were not wholly devoted to the Reformed faith. 
Surely Knox knew that there was no such thing 
as a church consisting of sinless people on 
earth. 


A century later, after the terrible persecu- 
tions inflicted on the Covenanters, there was 
a desire to restore the purity of worship of 
the Reformation. But these people, as little 
as Knox or any other intelligent Christian, had 
no notion of a completely sinless church. This 
is not what the purity of the church means. 


Purity means first of all that the pure gospel 
be confessed. That is.to say, a pure church is 
one that has a confession in harmony with 
Biblical revelation. Its doctrines are those that 
God has given us. Purity also implies that 
the church makes continued and serious efforts 
in proclaiming these doctrines. A printed Con- 
fession to which no attention is paid, a creed 
that may be denied with impunity, a disin- 
clination to administer discipline when offenses 
are known, are marks of disturbing deteriora- 
tion. Then too, a pure church will not require 
its members, for the maintenance of their good 
and regular standing, to do anything contrary 
to the commands of God. In fact, if a church 
organization requires sin as a test of good 
Standing, it is time to come out from among 
them and be separate. There are churches that 
require sin. For one thing, that is why there 
was a Reformation. 


The ideal of a pure church is therefore not 
to be discredited because of the admitted fact 
that all of its members are sinners. Please con- 
sider where the argument leads. If we should 
not strive for a pure church, on the ground 
that we ourselves are sinners; does it not follow 
by the same type of argument that we should 
not ourselves strive to avoid sin, on the ground 
that we shall never be completely successful. 

If reformation in a church is to be abandoned 
as an ecclesiastical policy, then should not in- 


dividual sanctification be neglected as well? 
—G.H.C. 
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REPORT General Interim 


Committee Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage 


PREAMBLE: 


The Ninety-seventh General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, meet- 
ing in Birmingham, Alabama, April 25-30, 1957, 
received overtures from the Presbyteries of East 
Hanover, E. Mississippi, Albemarle, and Meck- 
lenburg, requesting further study of the ques- 
tions of Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage. 
In general it was recommended that chapter 
XXVI of The Confession of Faith and corre- 
sponding paragraphs in The Book of Church 
Order be made to include positive statements 
on marriage and divorce (all of which must 
remain in full harmony with the teachings of 
the Sacred Scripture) , and to urge proper prep- 
aration of all persons*contemplating marriage. 
The Ad Interim Committee appointed by the 
General Assembly to continue the study. of 
these matters, presents the following report with 
recommendations: 


REPORT: 


Your Committee, from the first, recognized 
the seriousness of the matters committed to our 
charge. We came together with one desire— 
to discover the Will of God through the coun- 
sel of His Holy Spirit. If we had any precon- 
ceived idea at the beginning of our first session 
it was our inadequacy to bring any new light 
on the subject assigned for study. Yet the ap- 
pearance of the numerous overtures in 1957 
urging the re-study ef these questions impressed 
us with the necessity of a continuing search 
for a solution. With these feelings weighing 
heavily upon us we turned to God in prayer. 
Your Committee has been a praying committee. 
In preparation for our findings we have studied 
the Scriptural teachings which bear on the whole 
problem. We have studied the reports of the 
preceding Ad Interim Committees on this ques- 
tion, and we are indebted to them for many 
things of value. We have also examined the 
studies on the question of marriage and divorce 


made by other evangelical groups within the | 


Church, so that we might gain any light that 
has come through the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit in any part of the Body of Christ. We 
have agreed unanimously on our report and are 
of the sincere conviction that we have been 
guided by the Holy Spirit. 


Your committee is not unaware of the position 
our Church has held through the years on Mar- 
riage, Divorce, and Remarriage, and the Biblical 
evidence upon which it has been supported. We 
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are recommending certain changes in our stan- 
dards, in order to clarify our Church’s position, 
believing them to be in harmony with Scrip- 
tural teachings. 


We believe that it is the Divine Intention that 
the marriage consummated between two peo- 
ple, who are able with judgment to give their 
consent, becomes an indissoluble union. How- 
ever, we do not recognize any difference be- 
tween the Biblical idealism concerning mar- 
riage and any other “perfect way” revealed by 
God in His Holy Word. Broken marriage is, 
therefore, in the category of all sin. It is es- 


pecially tragic because of the significance of 


the home in the economy of God, and because 
of the spiritual, moral, and social effects of 
the broken mariage upon so many people. For 
both of these reasons, the Church should do 
all in its power to prevent separation or divorce. 
Through careful pre-marital counseling, prayer- 
ful counseling with couples in marital difficulty, 
adequate education of church members on the 
Church’s position concerning marriage, divorce, 
and remarriage, consideration of the possibility 
that the single state may be the Christian voca- 
tion for some, and the Session’s sincere accept- 
ance of its responsibility in overseeing the flock 
committed to its charge, progress toward sound 
family life can be made. 


Your Committee feels that divorce is due to 
sin, the result of man’s rebellion against God, 
and it should be dealt with on this level from 
the start. In this regard there is a Divine way 
of dealing with man’s failure—it is the action 
of Redemptive Love bearing the guilt, pardon- 
ing the sinner, and becoming his power for a 
new life. This does not change the Divine 
Intention for perfection of life. It wholly rec- 
ognizes guilt for failure but, while condemning 
the sin, saves the repentant sinner (cf. John 


-3:16,17). The Cross of Christ is the symbol 


that God has dealt redemptively with the weak- 
nesses of man. We believe that Redemptive Love 
applies to failure in marriage as well as to sin 


in any other area of life. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


We have been led to submit the following 
recommendations growing out of these con- 
victions and our deliberations: 


1. That chapter XXVI of The Confession of 
Faith be revised to read as follows and sent 


to the Presbyteries for advice and consent: 
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Chapter XXVI 
OF MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 


1. Marriage is a union between one man and 
one woman designed of God to last so long 
as they both shall live.! 


(1) Gen. 2:23,24; I Cor. 7:2,39; 13:8,13; Matt. 5:31,32; 
19:4-6 (Mark 10:5-9); Eph. 5:28,31,33; Romans 7:2,3. 


2. Marriage is designed for the mutual help 
of husband and wife,? for the safeguarding, 
undergirding, and development of their moral 
and spiritual character; for the propagation of 
children and the rearing of them in the disci- 
pline and instruction of the Lord.‘ 


3. All persons who are able with judgment 
to give their consent may marry,’ except within 


the limits of blood relationship forbidden by — 


Scripture,® and such marriages are valid before 
God in the eyes of the Church.’ But no marriage 
can be fully and securely Christian in spirit 
or in purpose unless both partners are com- 
mitted to a common Christian faith and to a 
deeply shared intention of building a Christian 
home. Evangelical Christians should seek as 
partners in marriage only persons who hold in 
common a sound basis of evangelical faith.® 


(2) Gen. 2:18,24. 

(3) Gen. 1:27,28; 2:18-25; I Cor. 7:3-5,9,36; Eph. 5:22-23; 
Col. 3:18,19. 

(4) Gen. 1:27,28; 9:1; Mal. 2:15; Matt. 18:5,6,10,14; 19:14 
(Mark 10:13-16, Luke 18:15-17) ; 
Eph. 6:1-4; Col. 3:20,21. 

(5) Gen. 1:27,28. 

(6) Lev. 18:6-18; Mark 6:18; I Cor. 5:1. 

(7) Mark 1:30; John 2:1&2; I Cor. 7:7,36; 9:5; 
I Tim. 4:3; 5:14; Heb. 13:4. 

(8) I Cor. 7, especially v. 39; II Cor. 6:14,15. 


4. Marriage for the Christian has religious 
as well as civil significance.? ‘The distinctive 
contribution of the Church in performing the 


marriage ceremony is to affirm the divine insti-_ 


tution of marriage;'!° to invoke God’s blessing 
upon those who enter into the marital relation- 


ship in accordance with His Word;!! to hear 


the vows of those who desire to be married; and 
to assure the married partners of God’s grace 
within their new relationship.!? 


(9) Prov. 18:22; Matt. 19:6; Mark 10:9,11,12; Eph. 
5:29,30,32. 

(10) Gen. 1:27,28. 

(11) Mark 10:9. 

(12) Eph. 5:22-33. 

5. It is the Divine Intention that persons 
entering the marriage covenant become insep- 
arably united, thus allowing for no dissolution 
save that caused by the death of either husband 
or wife.'3 However, the weaknesses of one or 
both partners may lead to gross and persistent 
denial of the marriage vows so that marriage 
dies at the heart and the union becomes intol- 
erable; yet only in cases of extreme, unrepented- 
of, and irremediable unfaithfulness (physical or 
spiritual) should separation or divorce be con- 
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sidered. Such separation or divorce is accepted 
as permissible only because of the failure of 
one, or both, of the partners and does not lessen 
in any way the Divine Intention for indissoluble 
union.!4 


6. The remarriage of divorced persons may 
be sanctioned by the Church in keeping with 
the redemptive Gospel of Christ, when suf. 
ficient penitence for sin and failure is evident, 
and a firm purpose of and endeavor after Chris. 
tian marriage is manifested.'5 


7. Divorced persons should give prayerful 
thought to discover if God’s vocation for them 
is to remain unmarried, since one failure in 
this realm raises serious question as to the right- 
ness and wisdom of undertaking another union.!° 


(13) Gen. 2:23,24; Matt. 5:31,32; 19:4-9; Mark 10:5-9; 
Romans 7:2,3; I Cor. 7:2,10,11,39; 13:4-13; Eph. 5:28, 
31,33. | 

(14) Matt. 19:7-9; Mark 10:4-9; I Cor. 7:12,13,15. 

(15) II Sam. 12:13; Neh. 9:17; Ps. 32:5; 130:4; 

Matt. 12:13a; 21:31,32; Luke 7:36-50; 15:11-32; 
John 3:16,17; 8:3,11; Romans 3:23; 10:9,10; 
Gal. 6:1; I Tim. 2:4; Heb. 7:25; I John 1:9, 2:1,2. 

(16) Matt. 5:31,32; Mark 10:11; Luke 16:18; 

I Cor. 7:10,11,20, 32-35. 


II. We recommend the approval of the follow- 
ing paragraphs, to be inserted in The Book of 
Church Order after paragraph 376, and that 
they be sent down to the presbyteries for advice 
and consent: 


1. It shall be the responsibility of the min- 
ister who is asked to officiate at a marriage to 
provide adequate time for careful premarital 
counseling with the parties involved. Attention 
shall be given to all important aspects of mar- 
riage, especially those where problems may 
arise, whether they be physical, emotional, eco- 
nomic, social, moral, or religious. In some in- 
stances the minister may deem it wise to refer 
the couple to a physician or other qualified 
person for special counseling. The minister 
Shall carefully instruct the couple in the stan- 
dards of our Church as set forth in chapter 
XXVI of The Confession of Faith and in this 
chapter of The Directory for Worship. This 
counseling procedure shall be followed not only 
for those contemplating marriage for the first 
time, but also for any who may be seeking re- 
marriage. In every instance it shall be the 
minister’s duty to assist the couple in laying 
firm foundations for the establishment of a 
Christian home. 


2. A true and lasting marriage can be 
achieved only when its physical bonds are rein- 
forced and sanctified by a variety of moral and 
spiritual ties: respect, affection, common ideas 
and interests, the unselfish wish of each partner 
for the other’s welfare in all things, and a 
mutual sharing of the common joys, griefs, op- 
portunities and burdens of the home. This 
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0:5-9; 
5:28, 


means that both faithfulness and unfaithfulness 
in marriage must be .conceived in spiritual as 
well as physical terms. : 


But while both physical and spiritual fidelity 
are vital, and while both are essential to the 
attainment of marriage at its best, husbands 
and wives should bear in mind that human 
weakness and frailty may manifest themselves 
in this realm as in all others. They should, 
therefore, cultivate the Christian graces of un- 
derstanding, patience, generosity, repentance, 
and forgiveness. ‘They should remember that 
just as other human relationships can survive 
imperfections, so can marriage. Our Lord’s 
command to forgive and, if need be, to forgive 
repeatedly, is especially applicable in this inti- 
mate and delicate relationship. The offending 
partner should not look upon the forgiveness 
of the other as license to keep on sinning but 
should regard this forgiveness as a summons to 
repentance and as the ground of re-establishing 
harmony within the union. | 


3. When marriage seems in danger of break- 
ing for any cause, permanent separation or 
divorce must always be regarded as a last resort. 
Neither can rightly be sanctioned by the Church 
except where a continuation of the legal union 
would endanger the physical, moral, or spiritual 
wellbeing of one or both of the partners or 
that of their children. Thus, every Christian 
minister will view as a vital pastoral respon- 
sibility the duty of preventing, so far as he 
can, by wise and prayerful counsel, the hasty 
or ill-considered separation or divorce of any 
couple committed to his care. 


4. When a Christian who has been divorced 
applies to a minister for remarriage, the min- 
ister’s chief concern shall be the applicant’s 
present fitness of heart and life for the intended 
marriage. The supreme test of this fitness 
should be one’s honest purpose to profit from 
past experiences and to plan and work for a 
Christian home on soundly spiritual founda- 
tions. Careful attention should also be given 
to the applicant’s psychological readiness for 
anew marriage experience. 


If the applicant has been clearly and grossly 


wronged by a previous mate, this fact may 
incline the Church to allow and sanction the 
remarriage without further question, but the 
mere fact of having been wronged will not 
necessarily mean that the applicant understands 
fully the spiritual demands of marriage and 
holds to a high and serious purpose to make 
the coming marriage Christian. The minister, 
therefore, shall take care to be as fully satisfied 
on the latter point as on the first. On the other 
hand, if the applicant has been clearly at fault 
in the break-up of the earlier marriage, or is 
found even to be chiefly at fault, the mere fact, 
of a previous guilt (however grievous) shall 
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not be held as a rigid and final disqualifica- 
tion for remarriage under the auspices and with 
the sanction of the Church. Here, too, the min- 
ister shall weigh, as of paramount importance, 
the quality of the applicant’s present faith, con- 
trition, and purpose, being mindful always of 
the infinite mercy of God and careful never 
to hold against any honest child of God a 
sin which God himself may have forgiven and 
put behind Him forever. In a word, in all 
cases where remarriage is sought, the minister’s 
decision shall turn not so much on what the 
applicant has done but rather on what this 
person by God’s grace has now become, and 
what, with God’s help, he (or she) honestly 
intends and hopes to do in the future. 


_5. The Session of each church shall appoint 
a committee to advise with the minister in all 
cases where divorced persons make application 
for remarriage. ‘The minister shall seek the 
advice of this committee and after a careful 
investigation on the basis of our Church’s stan- 
dards and a conscientious consideration of all 
pertinent facts shall approve or decline the re- 
quest. Normally, the applicants should appear 
before the committee to state their case and 
declare their intention to establish a Christian 
home. 

6. ‘The Presbytery shall appoint a committee 
to advise with the minister in all cases where 
divorced persons make application for remar- 
riage. The minister shall seek the advice of 
this committee and after a careful investigation 
on the basis of our Church’s standards and a 
conscientious consideration of all pertinent facts 
shall approve or decline the request. Normally, 
the applicants should appear before the com- 
mittee to state their case and declare their 
intention to establish a Christian home. 


6. The Presbytery shall appoint a committee 
on remarriage to which may be referred cases 
upon which the minister or the Session feels 
it may be better qualified to render a decision. 


7. In all instances of the remarriage of di- 
vorced persons the officiating minister shall, 
before solemnizing the marriage, seek definite 
assurance that the attitude of the parties toward 
their new marriage is in accordance with the 
fundamental doctrines of our Church. 


III. We recommend that the Council on 
Christian Relations prepare a manual or pam- 
phlet for the guidance of ministers during the 
pre-marital conference. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Dr. James E. Bear 

General Joseph B. Fraser 

Mr. Robert F. Kennon 

Rev. J. Malcolm Murchison, D. D. 

Rev. H. Louis Patrick, D. D. 

Rev. Samuel S. Wiley, D. D. 

Rev. William H. Kadel, Th. D., 
Chairman. 
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Report of 
the Centennial Committee to 
the 1958 General Assembly 


Since the 1957 meeting of the General Assembly, 
the Centennial Committee has held two meetings 
in Atlanta (July 3, 1957, and January 14, 1958). 
Sub-committees have been actively engaged in 
study and planning in the following five areas: 
Celebrations, Goals, Special Literature, Communi- 
cations, and Publicity. 


The theme of the Centennial, previously ap- 
proved by the General Assembly, is “Our Presby- 
terilan Heritage and Mission.” The Centennial 
Committee is basing its planning for the observ- 
ance in 1961 upon the following conception (re- 
ported to the 1957 Assembly): “This Committee 
is of the conviction that the effect of the observ- 
ance will depend largely on the spirit and man- 
ner in which it is carried out. Accordingly it 
proposes that the Centennial program be designed 
primarily to point the Church forward. While our 
appreciation for the abiding values in our heritage 
should be deepened, we should be chiefly concerned 
to clarify our vision of our future role and receive 
fresh stimulus in the service of our Lord. Further- 
more, the Committee hopes to fashion a program 
which will enlarge our horizons and vivify our 
sense of fellowship with all other Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches throughout the world, both 
those which are older and those which have come 
into being as a result of the missionary enterprise. 
Our common traditions in doctrine, polity, worship 
and practice will be presented in such a way as to 
strengthen our sense of unity with the Calvinistic 
family, and through it with the Ecumenical 
Church.” 


The Centennial goals, formulated by the Com- 
mittee and recommended to the General Assem- 
bly in this report, undertake to give concrete ex- 
pression to this basic agreement as to the nature 
and purpose of the Centennial observance that 
should be planned for our Church. 


The Committee is agreed that the Centennial 
celebration should formally begin at the meeting 
of the General Assembly in 1961, that it should 
continue with the meetings of synods in the sum- 
mer and of presbyteries in the fall, and that it 
should be brought to a climax with services in 
local churches on Reformation Sunday which 
would be designated as Centennial Sunday through- 
out the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


It is the judgment of the Committee that a 
strong Centennial emphasis should characterize the 
1961 meeting of the General Assembly. We pro- 
pose that the secretary of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance be brought to the United States for this 
meeting; that representatives of daughter Churches 
be brought by the Board of World Missions for 
participation in the meeting of the Assembly (and 
other meetings in connection with the celebration) ; 
“and that, in planning the Centennial Assembly, 
ample provision be made for popular meetings to 
which not only commissioners but the general 
public would be invited. We propose that, in the 
Centennial year, the committee on Program and 
Worship of each synod and synodical set an order 
for at least one outstanding speaker on the Cen- 
tennial theme at the respective meetings of these 
bodies; and that, wherever possible, synod and 
synodical meet together for a popular meeting on 
“Our Presbyterian Heritage and Mission,” this 
popular meeting to include young people. We 
would urge that each presbytery and presbyterial 
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Allocations accepted by 


WILL THE 
ASSEMBLY CHALLENGE 
GO UNMET? 


Asked by the General 
Assembly for World 
Missions for 1958 ______ $4,530,000 


Synods and 
Presbyteries 
(approximate) ________ 3,805.000 


Balance 
underwritten __________ 725,000 


YOUR 
SACRIFICIAL GIFTS 
The Week of Prayer and 

Self-Denial for 
World Missions 
are urgently needed to make 
up this balance and 
provide for— 
1. Sending 50 new missionaries. 
2. Making a modest increase in mis- 
sionaries’ salaries. 
3. Strengthening the support of the 
work on the field. 
4. Expanding our ministry to human 
need and suffering. 


Board of Worid Missions 
Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee 
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observe the Centennial celebration at their meet- 
ings prior to Centennial Sunday; moreover, that 
-presbyteries and presbyterials meet together when- 
ever possible for a popular evening meeting, or 
that a presbytery-wide rally be held—such meet- 
ing or rally to include the young people of the 


presbytery. 


The Committee proposes that presbyteries be 
urged to assume the responsibility for seeing that 
services are held on Centennial Sunday in every 
church in the Assembly, keeping in the mind the 
effective use of elders in such services. The Cen- 
tennial Committee plans to provide material for 
the use of various types of congregations, includ- 
ing those temporarily without a minister and those 
which do not have regular services. It is suggested 
that, in Centennial observances in synods, presby- 
teries, and local churches, due attention be given 
to matters of Presbyterian “heritage and chal- 
‘lenge’ peculiarly relevant at these respective 
levels; but that such local emphasis be consistently 
related to the larger context. It is suggested that 
the Office of the General Assembly serve as a 
clearing house for making information available 
concerning speakers (recommended by the Centen- 
nial Committee) for use in Centennial observances. 


A Biblical study book dealing with basic beliefs 
of the Reformed Church is proposed for general 
use throughout the Assembly in 1961. The Cen- 
tennial Committee has requested that Dr. T. Wat- 
son Street, of Austin Seminary, write a study book 
on the history of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
and that Dr. Ernest Trice Thompson, of Union 
Seminary, prepare a book dealing with the role of 
the Presbyterian Church in tomorrow’s world. It 
is planned that these books be studied throughout 


the Church during our Centennial year. 


The Committee is exploring various possibilities 
for the use of radio, television, filmstrips, and 
other media of communication in 1961. Subsequent 
reports will present suggestions and recommenda- 
tions growing out of this investigation. 


The Committee submits to the General Assembly 
the following recommendations having to do with 
the Church’s Centennial observance: 


1. That Centennial goals for the Church be set, 
designed: 


1.) To challenge our whole Church to a deep- 
ened awareness of our common historical heri- 
tage and mission as a member of the Reformed 
Family in the world, and to consider the dis- 
tinctive contribution we can make as a member 
of the Presbyterian Church in the world today. 


2.) To strengthen and revitalize the spiritual 
life of our church people (a) by inspiring them 
to rededicate their lives and resources so that 
the Presbyterian way of life may be a living 
witness to the reality of the Christian claim; 
and (b) by centering our emphasis on evangel- 
ism in order to strengthen our sense of obliga- 
tion and fulfill our mission to the unreached at 
home and abroad, praying earnestly that through 
the Holy Spirit’s ministration, the goal of one 
million members by the end of 1961, adopted 
by the General Assembly, may be substantially 
exceeded. 


3.) To make voluntary supplemental offerings 
during the Centennial year as an expression of 
our thanksgiving and dedication — one-half of 
the total received to be used in helping our 
sister Churches of the Reformed Faith in coun- 
tries where they have suffered from war or 
other disasters; and one-half to be used in 
the promotion of evangelism, which will be a 
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major emphasis of all Presbyterian bodies in 
America in 1960-61. 


2. That, recognizing the great possibilities of 
the Pan-Presbyterian program of evangelism 
planned for 1960-61, we request our Division of 
Evangelism to promote this effort throughout our 
Church as a part of our Centennial observance, 
giving special attention to some intensive prep- 
aration of our leadership in the fall of 1960. 


3. That the Inter-Board Adult Council be author- 
ized to prepare the Bible study book for 1961 
dealing with basic beliefs of the Reformed Church. 


4. That the General Assembly in its program for 
1961 provide two major study seasons, one to be 
used for a study of the text book on the history 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. (to be prepared 
by Dr. T. Watson Street, of Austin Seminary), 
the other to be devoted to a book on the role of 
the Presbyterian Church in the world tomorrow 
(to be written by Dr. E. T. Thompson, of Union 
Seminary); and that all the boards of the Church 
be asked to promote the study of these two books 
as the major studies of the Centennial year. 


5. That the following plans for informing the 
Church of the Centennial observance be approved: 


1.) That synods, presbyteries, and local sessions 
appoint Centennial committees for the purpose 
of promoting Centennial interest and publicity; 
and that these committees include representa- 
tives of the Women of the Church. 

2.) That the Historical Foundation be directed 
to continue its work of encouraging the study 
of the history of our Church on every level, 
and of the publication of the results thereof. 
3.) That editors of church bulletins, papers, 
and periodicals be requested to provide materials 
of Centennial interest. 

4.) That the publicity department of the Gen- 
eral Council, together with the promotional de- 
partments of the several boards, be directed 
to emphasize the Centennial program; it being 
understood that the publicity department of 
the General Council will handle the publicity 
for the secular press. 


6. That the General Assembly provide for the 


~ Centennial Committee in 1959 a budget of $7,500, 


and that the matter of setting up a more compre- 
hensive budget for 1960-61 be postponed until a 
future time, it being understood that this com- 
prehensive budget for the final two years of our 
work is to be prepared prior to the 1959 meeting 


of the Assembly. 
Wallace M. Alston, 
Chairman 


of the Committee 
Patrick D. Miller, vice chairman 


Mrs. Leighton M. McCutchen, secretary 
Miss Louise A. Davidson 
A. M. Davies 
Marshall C. Dendy 
Kenneth J. Foreman 
C. Darby Fulton 
Felix B. Gear 
B. Frank Hall 
Frontis W. Johnston 
Ben R. Lacy, Jr. 
James I. McCord 
Malcolm L. Purcell 
William C. Robinson 
R. H. Stone | 
T. Watson Street 
T. H. Spence, Jr. 
John N. Thomas 
E. T. Thompson 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 16 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Church And Community Evangelism 


Background Scripture: Mark 5:18-20; Luke 8 :26-39; 10:1,2; Ads 6:42; I Thessalonians 1:6-10 


Devotional Reading: Colossians 1: :24-29 


The program of the church might be summed up 


in four words: “Come”, “See”; “Go”, “Tell”. 


The invitation of Jesus Christ is to “come and see” (see John 1:39). When we have come and seen, 


then we are to go and tell (see Matthew 28:6,7) . 


We are to begin our telling in our own com. 


munity: we are to begin at Jerusalem and then go to Judea and Samaria and the uttermost part 


of the world. 


In Colossians 1:28 Paul says, “Whom we 
preach, warning every man, and teaching every 
man in all wisdom: that we may present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus.’’ Notice the ex- 
pression, “every man.” We are to think of every 
man as a “prospect.’’ Sometimes the men we 
regard as “hopeless” cases are the very ones 
that respond to the warnings and teachings of 
the Gospel. Who would have picked Zacchaeus 
as a man who would respond to the invitation 
of Christ? Who would think about the thief 
on the cross being the first one to be with Jesus 
in Paradise? God loves to gather the outcasts 
of Israel. He likes to take weak and base things 
and confound the mighty. 


I. Telling our Friends and Home Folks: 
Mark 5:18-20; Luke 8:26-39. 


This is the thrilling story of the Gadarene 
demoniac. He was an unlikely “prospect,” to 
say the least. Jesus had calmed the storm on 
the Sea of Galilee; now He stills the tempest 
in the soul of the Gadarene demoniac. When 
the devils were cast out and the man clothed 
and in his right mind he very naturally prayed 
Jesus that he might be with Him, but Jesus 
said to him, Go home to thy friends, and tell 
them how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee, and hath had compassion on thee (Mark 
5:19). Luke in his account says: Now the man 
out of whom the devils were departed besought 
him that he might be with him; but Jesus sent 
him away, saying, return to thine own house, 
and shew what great things God hath done unto 
thee. 


What is more natural and fitting than to 
tell our loved ones and friends some piece of 
good news? We gladly tell them so that they 
can share our joy. Andrew first finds his 
brother and says to him, we have found the 
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Messiah. Philip finds his friend, Nathaniel, 
and says to him, we have found him of whom 
Moses wrote. So when we find Christ we are 
to tell our loved ones and our friends. I won- 
der why it seems hard to do this? It should 
be so easy and so natural, but for some reason 
it seems easier to speak to strangers than to 
our own kindred and closest companions. The 
way to have “Community Evangelism” is for 
us to witness to those who live closest to us. 
Let us not dream of what we would do on 
some mission field while we neglect the op- 
portunities which come to us every day. What 
about the boy who delivers our paper, or 
shines our shoes? What about the man or 
woman who lives next door? or the one we 
work next to in the mill? What about the 
colored man whom we hire to do some job 
for us? When I begin to think of those I meet 
every day, I hang my head in shame. I believe 
the Master is saying to us, too, go home and 
tell your loved ones and friends that you have 
found Him; that He has saved and blessed you. 

“Community Evangelism” begins at home! | 


II. Enlarging the Circle: Luke 10:1,2. 


These verses deal with the sending forth of 
the seventy into every city and place whither 
he himself would come. They were to be a 
sort of vanguard, preparing the way for Christ 
to come. As He looked on these cities He saw 
that the harvest was great. They were to pray 
that the Lord of the harvest would send forth 
laborers into his harvest, and they were to 
answer that prayer by going into the harvest 
field. ‘The same thought is found in the com- 
mand of Jesus to go into all the world, begin- 
ning at Jerusalem. Foreign Missions is glorious | 
business, but let us not forget the town or city 
near us while we try to see the heathen in his 
darkness. Surely, we ought to go to Africa, but 
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what about the Negro tenant farmer on your 
own land? Stonewall Jackson had a Sunday 
School for Negro children in Lexington and 
wrote his wife from the army sending some 
money and asking her to look after it. 


Almost any church can have a “mission” 
somewhere, especially the large city churches. 
Let us be on the alert to use every opportunity 
to reach those who may be in some Trailer 
Camp, or near some big development of some 
kind. Let us look over our fields and see if 
there is not a patch of grain ready for harvest, 
and if we see such a field, let us not only 
pray that God will send laborers, but go our- 
selves, and answer our prayers. 


III. Persevering Daily: “Ceased Not”: Acts 5:42. 


Paul tells us in Galatians not to be weary 
in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not. We too often get tired doing 
good. We begin some mission work and then, 
if things are discouraging, we let it die out. 
The early disciples met opposition and perse- 


-cution. The 4Ist verse says that they were re- 


joicing that they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for his name. We do not have persecu- 
tion. We may have opposition, but rarely. Our 
danger comes from discouragement and the 
common trouble of growing weary and giving 
up. 

The disciples daily in the temple, and in 
every house, ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ. We are His witnesses. The gos- 
pel, or good news, that we have to tell others, 
is His gospel, the good news about Him. Let 
us use the church and every home as places 
where we can tell people about Him. Paul tells 
the Ephesian elders that he went from house 
to house testifying both to the Jews, and also 
to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. Are we 
as persevering in our witnessing for Him as 
some false “isms” are in trying to spread their 
ideas? 


IV. “Sounded out the Word of the Lord”: fol- 
lowers, imitators, examples. 
I Thessalonians 1:6-10. 


A good many churches have bells or chimes 
and these sound out an invitation to a com- 
munity to come to church. As these bells ring 
they tell men to “come to the church in the 
wildwood,” or come to the church in the vale, 
or town or city. | 7 


Better than a bell or chimes, however, are the 
members of the church who by their lives sound 
out the word of the Lord. Someone, when 
asked what was the best binding for a Bible, 
replied, “Shoe leather, it must be walked out 
in the daily life.” When asked the reason for 
the remarkable growth of his church, Beecher 
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replied, “I preach on Sunday, and I have six 
hundred faithful members who preach every 
day by their lives and words.” 


The members of the church at Thessalonica 
were followers of the Lord, example to all 
who believed in Macedonia and Achaia, and 


- from them the word of the Lord sounded out 


in every place. They had received the word 
in much affliction (see Acts 17:1-10) but with 
the joy of the Holy Spirit. The way we stand 
affliction and persecution has its effect upon 
the world around us. I cannot help but feel 
that Saul of Tarsus was influenced by the way 
the Christians bore persecution. As he entered 


- homes and saw how the Christians lived and 


how they reacted to his cruel treatment, he 
must have been touched. When he heard 
Stephen pray for those who were stoning him, 
he was bound to be influenced. He may have 
been getting “sick and tired” of his role as 
persecutor when he set out in his madness for 
Damascus, and when the light from heaven 
blinded him and the voice spoke, he surrendered 
completely. | 


The way these Christians lived was a chal- 
lenge and an invitation. If all of us went all 
the way for Christ, would we not become like 
bells and the chimes on church steeples, influ- 
encing and calling to men to come and have 
a part with us in both the afflictions and the 
joys of the gospel? A Japanese clerk in Korea 
came to our missionaries to enquire the way 
of salvation. When asked what led him to 
come, he replied that he had been quietly 
watching the life of one of our Korean Mission- 
aries and that he became hungry for whatever 
it was that this man had. When people see 
our manner of life do they wish to imitate us? 
Are we being living epistles known and read 
of all men? Is our life a bell or a chime sound- 
ing.out the word of the Lord to all the people 
in our community? If all of us lived lives worthy 
of the vocation wherewith we are called, the 
problem of Community Evangelism would be 
solved. The Christian religion does not consist 
in talking, but in walking. If we walk differ- 


ently from the world; if we walk in newness 


of life; if we walk wisely; if we walk in love; 
if we walk as He, our Master, walked, then we 
will be doing more to evangelize our commu- 
nity than if we preached long sermons. 


O Master, let me walk with Thee 
In lowly paths of service free; 

Tell me Thy secret; help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 


Read, ponder, and pray this beautiful hymn! 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


PAGE 13 


il 
R 
irt 
el, 
re 
Id 
on 
to 
ne 
or 
1S. 
on 
p- 
or 
or 
ve 
e 
ab 
d 
u. 
er 
a 
St 
th 
to 
St 
Ss 
is 
L 


YOUNG 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 16 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Give - Then Take 


Scripture: Romans 12:9-21 


Suggested Hymns: 
“O Worship The King”’ 
“Lord, Speak To Me” 
“More Like the Master’ 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


We are beginning a unit of three programs 
dealing with Christian friendship. In this first 
program we want to give some thought to proper 
motives in friendship. It has been said that 
friendship is a “give and take” proposition. 
Some people seek friends with the idea of giv- 
ing as little and taking as much as possible. They 
seem to feel that one has friends for the sake 
of convenience, and that when a friend ceases 
to be useful he ceases to be a friend. Is this 
the attitude that Christians should have regard- 
ing friendship? Surely it is not. 


For Christians, friendship must be basically 
a matter of giving rather than getting. Chris- 
tians are those people whose lives have been 
touched by God’s love and transformed by His 
power. God so loved that He gave. ‘Those whose 
hearts are filled with the love of God will want 
to be giving as God gives. There is much 
that we receive from true friendships, but we 
never want to think of the getting as the prin- 
cipal thing. What we give is the principal 
thing. What we get is a delightfully unexpected 
by-product. Whenever the by-product becomes 
primary and the basic ingredient becomes sec- 
ondary, then friendship is all wrong. 


In this program we shall be taking stock of 
some of the things which Christians can con- 
tribute to friendship. It is largely an individual 
matter. We make friends one at a time, but 
we find more and better individual opportuni- 
ties within the fellowship of the church. The 
best place to be friendly and to make friends 
is in the church. We shall be giving more 
thought to the importance of the church to 
friendship in our next program. Just now let 
us hear some suggestions of things which Chris- 
tians can give to friends. 


First Speaker: 

A true friend is helpful. A Christian friend 
will be mindful of the needs of others. He 
will be seeking ways to meet those needs rather 
than wistfully meditating on his own wants. 
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When we are really concerned about being 
helpful, there are so many things we can do 
for our friends. In our acts of helpfulness, how- 
ever, we need to watch our motives carefully. 
Some times we do things for people not so much 
to help them but to receive praise for what 
we do. At other times we help people in order 
to dominate them or to make them obligated 
to us. This kind of service is not for the benefit 
of our friends but for the benefit of our own 
interests. Whenever we help our friends, let 
us be sure that it is altogether for their own 
good, and that there is no self-seeking on our 
part. 


Second Speaker: 7 

Success is not a matter of luck. People who 
have made great successes of their lives have 
had to work hard and faithfully often in the 
face of great difficulty. They have had the | 
determination to settle for nothing less than the 
best. Few such people have reached their heights 
of success without help. It is much easier to do 
the right thing and the hard thing when there 
is a true friend to give encouragement. ‘This 
encouragement is a thing we can give our 
friends. As we see people trying to live in a 
way that is good and wholesome and challeng- 
ing, let us offer our encouragement. We can 
commend them for their high ideals and hard 
work. We can assure them of our interest and 
support. Words and deeds of encouragement 
make a fine contribution to friendship. 


Third Speaker: 

The prophet Isaiah spoke of one who would 
bear our griefs and carry our sorrows. Paul 
called on the Roman Christians to “weep with 
them that weep.” The word “sympathize” means 
“to suffer with.” Christ has sympathy for us 
because He suffers in our sufferings. Sympathy 
is a quality of true friendship. Troubles and 
heartbreaks are easier to bear if there is some- 
one to share the sorrow. A true friend has so 
identified himself with the one he loves that 
he shares all his experiences. He rejoices when 
his friend rejoices, and he weeps when he weeps. 
Even as Christ gives sympathy to those of us 
whom He calls friends, so we can give sympathy 
to our friends. 


Fourth Speaker: 
The Bible says, “God commendeth his love 
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toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, — 


Christ died for us.” In another place we are 
charged to forgive one another even as God for 
Christ’s sake has forgiven us. If God’s love and 
friendship for us is marked by forgiveness, then 
surely forgiveness must be a characteristic of 
all true friendship. We must not think that peo- 
ple must merit our forgiveness. None of us 
would be saved, if God’s forgiveness had de- 
pended on our being worthy of it. 
forgiven us because He loved us when we were 
altogether unlovable. He even loved us when 
we had rejected His love, and this is the offense 
which is hardest to forgive of all. The hardest 
test of friendship is to grant love and forgive- 
ness to one who has sorely wronged us. Forgive- 
ness and love are among the finest gifts we 
can offer our friends. 


Fifth Speaker: 


The very best thing we have to share with 
anyone is our knowledge of and experience with 
Jesus Christ. Of course, we cannot believe for 
another or receive Christ in his stead. Christ 
must be received personally by each individual. 
We cannot actually give Christ to other people, 


_but we can share our experiences and we can 


represent Him faithfully in our lives. If we 
tell how much Christ means to us, and if we 
show by our lives that what we say about Him 
is true, then others will be encouraged to accept 
Him for themselves. If we claim to be Chris- 
tians and live no differently from the rest of 


_ the world, then we may discourage others from 


coming to Christ. The finest thing we can do 
for our friends is to help them to know Christ 


and to know Him better. 


Program Leader: 


If we give generously of all things to our 
friends, there will be much to take from our 
friendships. There will be the joy of letting 


our love be expressed. There will be the satis-— 


faction of having enriched the lives of those 
we love. There will be the encouragement of 
having grown spiritually ourselves. Best of all, 
there will be the knowledge of serving and 
pleasing Him Who said, “Inasmuch as ye have 


done it unto one of the least of these my 


brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


(Close the meeting with sentence prayers, 
thanking God for His friendship and for other 
friends, and asking Him to help you to grow 


in the grace of friendship.) 
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NEWS 


CHU 


Change of Address: Rev. Flournoy Shepperson, 
from Greenville, S. C., to 903 Marrable Hill, El 


Dorado, Arkansas. 
World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1958 | $4,530,000.00 
Receipts to date 83,632.83 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received for 1958 1.84 
Balance needed for 1958 4,446,367.17 


Board of Christian Education To Open 
New Book Store in Charlotte, N. C. 


Opening of the new Presbyterian Book Store 
in Charlotte on March 3 points up the continuing 
growth of this denomination in an area where its 
historic roots reach back to pre-Revolutionary 
times. 


Operated by the Board of Christian Education 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., the new Char- 
lotte store will be the fourth in a group which 
spans the Church’s territory of 16 Southern states. 
The others are in Richmond, Va., Atlanta, Ga., 
and Dallas, Texas. 


An invitation to the public and to Presbyterians 


of the Charlotte area for opening week activities 


has been given by Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, execu- 
tive secretary of the Board whose headquarters 
are in Richmond. 


“Our major purpose in opening the Charlotte 
Book Store,’’ Dr. Dendy said, “is to give a more 
personalized service — first of all to the concen- 
tration of Presbyterians in this area, but equally 
to the general public.”’ 


“The manager, Mrs. Lex Kluttz, and members 
of her staff will be qualified to advise customers 
about materials and literature for churches, Sun- 
day schools, vacation schools, weekday schools, 
other church educational activities,’”’ he 
added. 


“The Presbyterian Book Store will specialize in 
Religious books and Bibles,’ Dr. Dendy stated, 
“but will also stock selected non-religious books 
of fiction and non-fiction. It will sell supplies of 
many kinds for use in churches and church schools. 
Sales through the Charlotte store will be handled 
on an over-the-counter basis. Mail order pur- 
chases of literature, books, and supplies for North 
and South Carolina customers will continue to be 
handled from the Richmond office.” 


The building to be occupied by the new store 
has been completely redesigned and redecorated 
for utility as a book store. It is located at 118 
West Fifth Street, one and a half blocks from 
Independence Square in the heart of downtown 
Charlotte. 


Assisting in preparations for launching the new 
store were nine members of the Charlotte Advisory 
Committee, made up of ministers and lay Presby- 
terians from Charlotte. 


Members include Dr. Lawrence I. Stell, Dr. E. 
Lee Stoffel, Dr. Warner L. Hall, Rev. Robert 
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Turner, Mrs. Ernest B. Hunter, Dr. James Fogartie, 
Philip Howerton, Miss Eleanor Belk, John A. Tate, 
Jr., J. W. Grier, Jr., Dr. W. E. Price, and Dr. J. 
Cecil Lawrence. 


Richard Edward Ferguson, Sr. 
May 31, 1889 - December 27, 1957 


Whereas God hath called unto Himself his able, 
faithful, and diligent servant, Elder Richard Ed- 
ward Ferguson, Sr., be it resolved by the Session 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Clinton, South 


Carolina 


1. We give thanks for the 37 years of his mem- 
bership in this church and for the blessings 
brought by his lifetime of service to our Master. 


2. We shall hold in loving remembrance his effec- 
tiveness in all church responsibilities and his 
willingness to use his remarkably sound judg- 
ment and unusual administrative skill in ad- 
vancing manifold church and civic causes. 


3. We shall pray that the example of his unselfish 
generosity and his constant spirit of Christian 
cooperativeness may continue to affect the 
lives of all of us who had the great privilege of 
association with him. 


4. We assure all members of our friend’s family 
of our sharing the sorrow of their bereavement. 
We also are grateful that our friend’s faith 
was shared by his family and gives hope that 
his children’s children may pass on to future 
generations the Christian teachings which made 
our colleague a great citizen. 


5. We place on a special page of our Session book 
this testimonial so that our grateful tribute will 
be recorded so long as our records endure. 


Unanimously adopted, 
Session of the First Presbyterian Church 


Clinton, South Carolina 


Oxford, Ala. — The Dodson Memorial Presby- 
terian Curch celebrated the hundredth anniversary 
of its history December 8, 1957. 


Mr. Walter Stephen, a deacon of the church, 
read the interesting history of the church. Dr. 
E. B. Robinson was invited to preach the anni- 
versary sermon and his subject was the faith of 
our fathers. 


‘Mr. Frank Barker of the Columbia Seminary is 
supplying the church and preaching each Sunday. 


Davidson, N. C. — Davidson College has ap- 
proved a “Three-two” engineering plan with Duke 
University. The plan, which enables a student to 
attend Davidson for three years study in liberal 
arts and then Duke University Engineering School 
for two years, facilitates degrees from both insti- 
tutions in a total of five years rather than the 
previous six. 
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This is the third such arrangement Davidson has 
provided. Similar affiliations were made with Co- 
lumbia University in 1953 and Georgia Tech in 
1954 and have benefited many students entering 
engineering. | 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 


Clinton, S. C., Feb.—Evangelistic teams, com- 
posed of Presbyterian College pre-ministerial stu- 
dents, conduct religious services at various churches 
of South Carolina. 


These teams have made numerous appearances 
before congregations of four presbyteries in the 
past three semesters. And the program is being 
expanded to include all of the state and part of 
Georgia, as requests increase. 


It is sponsored by the PC Ministerial Club under 
the guidance of Dr. Joseph M. Gettys, professor of 
Bible at Presbyterian College and well-known re- 
ligious writer. 


Dr. Gettys said he has been impressed by the 
reception the evangelistic teams have received from 
churches in which they have appeared. He added: 


“Every church has been high in praise of the 
quality of the programs presented, and I feel the 
young men are rendering a worthwhile service.” 


All types of services have been handled by 
these Presbyterian College students preparing for 
the ministry. The variety includes: Mother’s Day 
service at the Orangeburg First Presbyterian 
Church last spring; Men-of-the-Church meeting at 
the Anderson First Presbyterian Church; Young 
People’s program for the Spartanburg Second Pres- 
byterian Church; Sunday night servicts at the Un- 
ion First Presbyterian Church; and others. 


Three evangelistic teams, each composed of 
four or five PC students, are available to handle 
any type of regular church activity. Themes usually 
are directed toward young people—an area in 
which the college men are particularly effective— 
but the programs also hold appeal for adults. | 


Officers of the sponsoring Ministerial Club are: 
President, Charles Taylor of Shreveport, La.; Vice- 
President, Larry Crocker of Union; Secretary, Ben 
Donaldson of Blackshear, Ga.; Treasurer, Wayne 
Wiggins of Fort Mill; Chaplain, Hugh Burns of 
Piedmont, Ala.; and Historian, Paul Reid of Union. 


The Presbytery of Appamattox, formed by the 
merger with Roanoke Presbytery except Henry 
County (added to Montgomery Presbytery) and 
by the addition of Lynchburg and Campbell Coun- 
ty, formerly in Montgomery, met in Altavista 
Church, January 28. The retiring Moderator, Rev. 
E. A. Woods, D. D., was succeeded by Rev. John 
K. Roberts, Jr., D. D. 


The President of Mary Baldwin College was 
heard on the subject of higher education, and 
Rev. Armistead McMurray, D. D., of our Congo 
Mission, on the importance of missionary work 
in Africa. Memorials of the late Rev. J. : 
Rowe, D. D., and R. G. McLees, D. D., were read. 
Rev. P. Cary Adams was received from Winches- 
ter Presbytery and arrangements made for his 
installation as pastor of the Cumberland and 
Brown’s Churches. Mr. James Wood, who has been 
doing an excellent work as supply of the Jehovah 
Jireh Church, was taken under the care of the 
Presbytery as a candidate for the ministry. 


W. Twyman Williams 
Stated Clerk 
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UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Dr. James A. Jones, President of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in Virginia, announced the fol- 
lowing students have been nominated to Fellow- 
ships for graduate study: Richard Taylor Harbi- 
son of Greenville, Mississippi; Zeb North Holler, 
Jr., Greensboro, North Carolina; Jerome Collier 
Jones, Lake Alfred, Florida; Leighton Mills Mc- 
Cutchen, Jr., Nashville, Tennessee; Julius Wemyss 
Melton, Jr., Clinton, Mississippi; Owen Lennon Nor- 
ment, Jr., Asheville, North Carolina; and David 
Verner Voss, Augusta, Georgia. The Fellowships 
are awarded to members of the Senior Class on the | 
basis of distinguished merit and exceptional prom- 
ise of efficiency in the ministry. Each Fellowship 
is a financial encouragement for those selected 
to take one year of graduate study in the special 
field of their choice. 


am ae... 


GLORIOUS RIDE, The Story of Henry Woods 
McLaughlin. James McLeod Carr. Church and 
Community Press. $2.50. | 


The story of men and movements is often bound 
together. No clearer example of this can be found 
than in the life of Dr. Henry McLaughlin, a man 
with a burning love for “his people,’’ the people 
of the rural areas of the South. This history of 
the Department of Country Church Work (now 
Town and Country Church) and the life of its 
first director are, in a real sense, one. 


Dr. McLaughlin, a son of the country, resigned 
a prospering urban community church on the out- 
skirts of Louisville to accept a call to the New 
Providence church in the Shenandoah Valley. It 
was here that he gained the distinction of “‘Coun- 


try Preacher” that followed him the rest of his 


life. It was there that he saw the vision of the 
needs of a people that his own denomination had 
all but forgotten. 


After years of toil and effort, the 1925 General 
Assembly finally established a Country Church 
Department. One of the chief exponents of this 
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new movement, Dr. McLaughlin, was asked to be - 


its head. 


The years of struggle were far from over. 
There were many efforts, even after its establish- 
ment, to kill the infant department. It was kept 
alive mainly by the efforts of the man at its 
helm — a man who had the vision of his cause 
ever before him. | 


For 21 years Dr. McLaughlin carried on the 
work of country church by teaching his classes 
in “Barnyard Theology,’”’ by securing volunteers 
for rural work, informing, investigating, conduct- 
ing conferences, and promoting the general wel- 


fare of the country church. During these years 


he attempted to set before the denomination his 
concept of “The Small Church is the Norm.”’ 


This biography of the great leader of the rural 
church movement is written by his successor. The 


author has presented a sympathetic, heart-warm- 
ing picture of his subject. The book is filled with 
home-spun humor and anecdotes which make for 
interesting as well as informative reading. The 
Portrait painted is one of both man and mission. 


Among the amusing incidents recorded by Dr. 
Carr, is the account of how one of Dr. McLaugh- 


lin’s persuasive letters was incorrectly addressed 


but succeeded in getting a donation from a Bap- 
tist men’s class for rural Presbyterian churches. 


In a day in which the emphasis in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church continues to be upon the city 
and urban church, this book calls attention again — 
to the needy and important town and country work 
of our church. It is an excellent source for study 
of this field of activity as well as a channel of 
inspiration from a truly great life. 


—J.J.S.,Jr. 
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DIVORCE, by John Murray. A thorough and com- 


prehensive study of Scripture in relation to the KIK 


problem of divorce. Dr. Murray is the well known . BUIS 
of Systematic Theology at Westminster 
heological Seminary. 117 pages. $2.50 VAN RIESSEN- 


CHRISTIAN BAPTISM, by John Murray. In relentlessly logical fashion 
Professor Murray sets forth the Scriptural arguments which are the basis for 
the Reformed teaching on baptism. After demonstrating that the Greek term 
does not mean “immersion,” he shows that covenant theology requires the 
baptism of infants. 93 pages. | $2. 


CONFLICT WITH ROME, by G. C. Berkouwer. A deep study of the general 
doctrines of Roman Catholicism. Perhaps the most thorough and scholarly 
critique of Roman Catholicism in print today. This erudite author examines 
the tenets of Roman Catholicism in the light of Scripture, and shows how 
history, tradition, and human reason have distorted and obscured the truth 
once delivered to the saints. . $5.95 


PAUL AND JESUS, by Herman Ridderbos. What is Paul’s view of Jesus? 

There are those who believe that there is a conflict between our Savior’s 
view of himself and Paul’s concept of Jesus’ purpose and works. This able 
author leads the reader through a systematic study of Scripture as it relates 
to this problem. — $3.50 


THE MILLENNIUM, by Loraine Boettner. This book is a Scriptural study of 
the doctrine of the millennium, from a postmillennial viewpoint. It takes up 
successively postmillennialism, amillennialism, and premilleniasm. $4.50 


ECUMENISM AND THE EVANGELICAL, by J. Marcellus Kik. The present 
day rush toward church union is here evaluated in the light of Scripture as 
interpreted by the evangelical branch of Protestantism. Basic principles and 
contemporary practices are placed side by side so as to test their com- 
patibility. 3 $3.50 


DOCTRINE OF ETERNAL PUNISHMENT, by Harry Buis. The author of this 
book traces the doctrine of eternal punishment as it unfolds in Scripture. It is 
clear and convincing for all who approach this study without bias or prejudice. 
By the pastor of the Vriesland Reformed Church, in Michigan. $2.75 


THE SOCIETY OF THE FUTURE, by H. Van Riessen. A critical analysis of 
the contempor social order upon the basis of Scripture and a — of the 
society which might be if man lived according to God’s Word. anslated by 


Dr. D. H. Freeman. $4.95 
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